
Secrets to a Successful Marriage
Principle number Six

God puts people together that are incompatible
Everyone is different. Everyone has different circumstances in their lives that have molded them to the
person that they are. Everyone has different hurts and fears, different beliefs and ideals about life and
God. Like I said before, make a decision that you are going to accept your spouse the way that they are;
faults, habits, and all. You are not going to judge or criticize them anymore. Recognize your spouse’s
strengths. Praise them for their strengths instead of condemning them for their weaknesses. If you will
take the time and observe, you will see that where you are weak your spouse is strong, and where you
are strong your spouse is weak. If the two of you would focus on each other’s strengths, your marriage
would be strong. You will be much stronger together than you could ever be alone. This is the way God
intended marriage to be. You have to lay down your own life for one another. Quit demanding your own
way. It only brings death to your marriage. Be determined your marriage is going to work. Choose to
love and respect your spouse. If each spouse would supply the gift and ability that God has given them
into their marriage and use that gift to edify their spouse that marriage would increase in love. You must
understand that God will only help you when you are obedient to His word. Obey His principles and He
will intervene in your life. If you violate His principles, there is nothing He can do. For God confirms His
word with signs following. Each of us has different gifts and abilities that God has given us. Recognize
the gifts and abilities in your spouse and encourage them to develop them. Don’t beat them down with
criticism, but lift them up with praise. Always remember criticism does not motivate anyone to change.
It only causes them to resent you. It makes them not to want to be around you. Praising them and
building them up is what causes people to want to do and be better. If you will pay attention to your
methods in dealing with your spouse’s weaknesses for can find what works and what does not work. If
you have been criticizing your spouse for years over the same issue, your method is not working. Have
the wisdom to try something else. Husbands, if you will feed your wives uniqueness by making her feel
loved and special, she will works hard to please you. Wives if you will feed your husband ego and respect
him, he will work hard to please you. Criticism never works! 

A Time to Reflect
1. What changes can you make to strengthen your spouse?
2. What is your response when your spouse criticizes you?
3. What is the response of your spouse when you criticize them?
4. How can you change your method in dealing with your spouse?
5. How can you do the make your spouse feel loved, accepted and respected?


