
Secrets to a Successful Marriage
Principle number Nine

You have an Enemy
You have an enemy who hates you and your marriage. He is very real and is a master deceiver. He is
behind every divorce and all the evil in this world. He will come to your mind and he will attempt to
destroy you and your marriage. His name is Satan. He is the enemy of God and of all mankind. He hates
marriage and will doing anything he can to destroy your marriage and your life. He battles against you in
your mind. He has power to put thoughts in your mind. He is an accuser. He will accuse you and try to
bring you under condemnation, which in turn, will make you feel unworthy. If you receive his accusation
he will bring you under his oppression, depression, low self-esteem, etc.  He will also bring accusations
against your spouse in your mind. He will accuse your spouse of being selfish, lazy, not loving you, etc. If
you listen to his accusation it will turn you against your spouse.  If you yield to his thoughts you give him
place in your heart. He will manipulate your thoughts and feelings and control your life. He is the one
tempting you to commit adultery, leave, get even, or feel sorry for yourself. Your only weapon against
him is God’s word. God’s principle concerning marriage will empower you to resist his thoughts in your
mind. You resist him by speaking God’s word and by obeying it. When you resist him he will flee from
you. (James 4:7) The devil tempts your flesh and will put ideas and schemes in your mind against your
spouse. Do not be ignorant of his devices. Do not listen to the ideas and schemes he puts in your mind
but say out loud, “I will not listen to your lies Satan for God has given me my spouse and I will love them
and  forgive  them  just  as  Jesus  loves  me and  forgives  me!”  Satan  will  destroy  your  marriage  with
thoughts in your own mind and words coming out of your own mouth. You must guard your heart with
God’s truth and resist any thought that contradicts the truth. When you fall short and yield to the devils
lies, be quick to repent to God and your spouse and also be quick to forgive yourself. When your spouse
yields to the devil’s lie, be sure you always forgive them. This way Satan cannot defeat you nor can he
destroy your marriage.

A Time to Reflect
1. Were you aware you had an enemy?
2. Can you recognize the devil’s voice accusation?
3. Have you yielded to his voice and come under his accusations against yourself or your spouse?
4. How do you overcome his temptations?
5. What are you going to do when you fall short and yield to his lies?


